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DO/CAN CHILDREN
HAVE RIGHTS?

e T INTEREST DO CHILDREN HAVE A
e SUFFICIENT INTEREST IN
THEORY BEING HEARD TO JUSTIFY
IT BEING A HUMAN RIGHT?

Law creates a right if itis based on and expresses the view that
someone has an interest which is sufficient ground for holding
another subject to a duty” Raz, 1984)

A powerful‘f.ram‘e for child THE SIGNIFICANCE
participation OF ARTICLE 12

One of the most Not justa right in

A barometer for
children’s rights
more generally

innovative - itself but also a
L. . A general principle e
provisions in the means of realising

CRC other rights

Article 12(1) of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child
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A disconnect
between law,
children’s
experiences and
adults’

THE RIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS understanding

AND T @,
he legal text &
of Article 12 |

Adults’ focus
on the ‘voice

of the child’
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“Each of these abbreviations is
an imperfect summary and can
potentially undermine its

implementation.” P
m'rl-m'!n\n

“Voice” is notenough

* SPACE: Children must be given the
opportunity to express a view

*\VOICE: Children must be facilitated to

express their views
« AUDIENCE: The view must be listened to. Needsto be N?Eds t_O be
«INFLUENCE: The view must be acted upon, “safe” spac inclusive
as appropriate. (Art.19)




May need to be
Choice in the mo

children “capable’
of expression

Avgneng sy of forming a view".

and express theil

INFLUENCE

“defe ygqght Qrﬁage
age and maturitysofsthe:

Should be given feedback about

Ensure there is a formal response; extent of influence they have ha

Ireland’s National Children’s Participation Strategy (2015-
2020):
A Checklist

Audience Influence

helped to both form:

- N

AUDIENCE

- “thenview sioRieR

drre weight’
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More than just the “right to be

May need: formal channels

heard”. Need to be actively listen:
to.

ITS APPEAL

* “Legally sound and user-
friendly”

¢ Intended to capture the
qualities of rights-based
participation rather
than different forms or
levels of participation

* Concepts are fluid and
flexible: can apply to any
form of participation for
all children in any arena
of decision-making

WORLD VISION

« Children grasp the
concepts readily

~arightof

UNICEF



SOME MYTHS

MYTHS THAT ARE BELIEVED IN
TEND TO BECOME TRUE

GEORGE ORWELL

CHILDREN ARE 7HE EXPERTS
IN THEIR OWN LIVES
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ADULTS KNOW BEST

The child should not be
allowed to opt out of
something 'undermine life
choices or impair life interests
in an irreparable way.’
(Freeman, 1996)

IT UNDERMINES ADULT
AUTHORITY
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The Reality of Participation?

IT WOULD TAKE TOO MUCH 000
TIME/ COST TOO MUCH Fast
MONEY Cheap

Choose TWO!

FAST CHEAP

! S {i “not an option which is in
{ the gift of adults/policy
. |T WOU LD B E : makers but a legal
The post-it assembly TOKENISTIC... _ > el obligation which is the right
b e i of the child”
Lundy, 2007

“It’s not the gift of adults. It’s

Tokenism s not the right of the child”
participation

—oris it?

(Lundy 2007)
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What strategies can be
deployed for securing (the
greater likelihood) of
influence?

Meaningful feedback

What did you What_, ifanything, Dl_d you dls_ag;ee
agree with ? 9 surprised youand with anything? If

: why? so, whatand why?
Has |t>|nflue>nced 9 What haveyou What is happenmg
your views inany decided? next and when will
way?Ifso, how? : ithappen?

Making ‘'meaningful engagement’
a meaningful term

In 2007, trying to articulate the concept of influence, | settled, as others do,
on feedback:

“... make it uncomfortable for adults to solicit
children’s views and then ignore them...”

Lundy, 2007




