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WE KNOW THE WAY

We read the wind and the sky

When the sun is high

We sail the length of sea

On the ocean breeze

At night we name every star

We know where we are

We know who we are, who we are

Aue, aue,

We set a course to find

A brand new island everywhere 

we row

Aue, aue,

We keep our island in our mind

And…

(Philippa) Pip Laufiso 

The Va’a is already on the Moana GREETINGS 

KāMihi 

OUTLINE

• Background  

• Socio Cultural, Socio Political perspectives    

• Model of Practice 

• Te Moananui a Kiwa
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BACKGROUND

If I can see farther, it is because I stand on the shoulders 
of giants - Isaac Newton

‘O le ala i le pule, o le tautua - the pathway to leadership 
is through service. 

Ivala & 
Laufiso

 Samoa/Tonga; Samoa

 1960: Eti Agnes Ivala 

 1961: Mikaele Filipo 
Laufiso 

 Dunedin

 Six children

 Brockville

 Catholic  

Philippa Agnes

• Second born

• Dunedin/NZ raised

• Dunedin schooled

• Hil iako Hil iako Hil iako Hil iako VaokakalaVaokakalaVaokakalaVaokakala

I a hetoI a hetoI a hetoI a heto

• Tokelau / Tonga

• J oa chim J oa chim J oa chim J oa chim IvalaIvalaIvalaIvala TaheTaheTaheTahe

Te v ita      Te v ita      Te v ita      Te v ita      

• Tokelau /Tonga/ 

Samoa
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SOCIO CULTURAL, 
SOCIO POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES

Values & Beliefs 

Eti Ivala-Laufiso

• If you don’t love the children – stay at home. 
• Live life to the fullest 
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Dunedin Teachers’ College - 1984 INTAKE

Established in 1983
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Friendly Island Playgroup
Oamaru | Established 2013

Tangata Moana
Ōtepoti / Dunedin  
Established 2019
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Inspire Academy
Balclutha  

Established 2020  

★ Parihaka

★ Palestine 

★ East Timor 

★ Foreshore & Seabed 

★ NFIP 

★ Climate change 

SOLIDARITY
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Fa’alavelave - an interruption 

Unsettling Times

CREATIVE COMMUNITY RESPONSES
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Partnerships
●

Grassroots, Community Networks | Responses 

Te Vākai Music Collective
Established 2020
Hosted online music fono
Dev eloping advocacy  

there is no i in team 

Seven Generation Principle
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This city has birthed me, schooled me and 

employed me. It has challenged me to find my 

place and make my place in this world.  I 

honour the mothers, the matriarchs who are 

my teachers, my guides and my sisters. My 

Samoan and Tongan bones are from another 

part of the TeMoananui a Kiwa connected to 

ancestral homelands by the ocean waters 

along the coast from Taieri to Karitane. As a 

southern city of Polynesia I see how much 

Ōtepoti has shaped me, taught me and loved 

me.  I did not choose this place for it. It has 

chosen me. 

Love the place you live. Live the place you 


