
4/02/2021

1

Tender Shoots for Early Childhood Education & Care: Tender Shoots for Early Childhood Education & Care: Tender Shoots for Early Childhood Education & Care: Tender Shoots for Early Childhood Education & Care: 

A shared reading and oral language preventative A shared reading and oral language preventative A shared reading and oral language preventative A shared reading and oral language preventative 

intervention for parents, educators and preschool intervention for parents, educators and preschool intervention for parents, educators and preschool intervention for parents, educators and preschool 

children.children.children.children.

University of Otago

Dunedin New Zealand

1 – 2 February 2021

13th Educational Psychology Forum

Pioneers Home and 

Department of Psychology Researchers and Students 

University of Otago College of Education Early Childhood Hui 2016

The Tender Shoots Team

Visiting Teachers:

Tracy Cross

Rachael Burrows

Heather Fagan

Jan Johnson

University Researchers:

Elizabeth Schaughency

Elaine Reese

Dione Healey

Jane Carroll

Student Researchers:

Amanda Clifford, Sarah Timperley

Green Island Kindergarten

Port Chalmers Kindergarten

Richard Hudson Kindergarten

Helen Deem Kindergarten

Elm Row

Russell Street

Lockerbie

Koputai

Whanaungatanga

practitioners, whānau, and university researchers 

to support young children’s learning and 

development

Acknowledgments

Our work has  been supported by grants from: 

2017 - 2018

We gratefully acknowledge…

the educators, children, and parents 

who have participated with us!



4/02/2021

2

Home-Based Networks

 In New Zealand, home-based 

educators are supported by qualified 

early childcare teachers (referred to 

as Visiting Teachers)

 We used these systems to recruit 

educators through the PIONEERS 

early childhood service

Home-Based Early Childhood Educators

Home-Based Educators provide education and care for children in their own 
home

Why Home-Based ECE?

 Home-based ECE providers 

make up 10% of licenced 

ECE services in NZ (2019 early 

childhood census) 

 Quality of Home-based 

ECE is often more variable 

and less well researched 

than other types of ECE

 Small group sizes are well 

suited to delivering quality 

language-developing talk


