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Biographies

Sharnee Escott is an educational psychologist working for the Ministry of Education in Aotearoa/New Zealand. She
provides support to schools and individual children. Previously, Sharnee was a primary school teacher with teaching
experience in both London and Aotearoa/New Zealand. She affiliates to Ngati Kahungunu ki te Wairoa and has
English, Scottish and French heritage.

Quentin Abraham is an educational psychologist with over thirty years’ experience, working in the UK, Aotearoa/New
Zealand, in public, private practice and universities. He is a former president and director of social issues for the
New Zealand Psychological Society. He was born in England with English and Indian heritage and he has lived in
Aotearoa for the past 21 years.

ABSTRACT

How do we lift the mana of ourselves and others in our practice? Are we actively welcoming, valuing, and
enthusiastically supportive of Maori culture in our workplace? This will be an interactive workshop
reflecting on the lived experience of one of the presenters, navigating her school and academic training to
become a practising educational psychologist. You can then reflect on some of the current practices and
the next steps towards decolonising our institutions within education and psychology.



